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Introduction. The war of 2022—2023, with the still unclear end time, has caused large-scale instability in Ukraine
in most, if not all spheres of society, state, and population.

Problem Statement. Studying the sociological nature on the ongoing changes gives grounds to speak about
significant transformation in the "well rooted " cultural features of Ukrainian society, such as the governance gap
and individualism against the background of a significant increase in trust in the government, increased interper-
sonal trust, reduced basic financial requirements etc. Thanks to these changes, the restructuring of socialization in
Ukraine’s population took place against the background of the coincidence of personal and public interests.

Purpose. 1o study the causes of the pre-war contradictions and decreased trust in the government, as well as
the ways to avoid them during the post-war (economic) recovery.

Material and Methods. The author have used materials and data of statistical observations of the State
Employment Service, the State Statistics Committee of Ukraine, as well as international and national sociological
surveys and employed the following methods: abstract-logical, monographic, statistical and sociological observa-
tions, comparative, balance, and graphic ones.

Results. The research deals with various components of social and economic policy aimed at transforming the
processes of socialization to promote long-term social and economic progress, using the window of opportunity
that opens and will remain open for some time in post-war conditions.

Conclusions. The threat of the so-called "culture of poverty " as one of the possible forms of socialization in
post-war conditions, with its negative consequences for the post-war recovery, can and should be overcome by
supporting individual economic activities, which should be considered, in economic policy, basic life activities
performed through the internalization of opportunities to expand the social base and to motivate by encouraging
people’s interest in raising the level of satisfaction of individual needs.
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The social understanding of the consequences of
the existing socialization in Ukraine under the
conditions of the 2022—2023 war has indicated
the transformation of choice at the individual level
in favor of the public one, as people, having low-
ered their (personal) requirements for the stand-
ard of living, have changed their attitude towards
the state, showing a high trust in the state, in par-
ticular, the government, instead of dissatisfaction
with it, which previously, according to surveys,
united people in the Ukrainian society. As a re-
sult of resocialization, that is, secondary sociali-
zation under the conditions of the war, the popu-
lation has transformed its assessments. Hence,
about 90% of respondents believe that the state
and government are effective. So, now they are
united by patriotic feelings, instead of dissatisfac-
tion with the authorities as before. The surveys
before the war testified that, for example, in the
first fifteen years of the 21% century, patriotic
feelings did not exceed 10% among the respond-
ents for almost the entire period.

The changes that have taken place in the un-
derstanding of the social consequences of the war
have indicated that in the Ukrainian society, in
terms of cultural dimensions of a phenomenologi-
cal nature, in particular such as power distance,
individualism, which are important for ensuring
success in development, including in the field of
economy, it is possible to achieve positive trans-
formations, despite the fact that their formation
takes a long while. As the war has shown, they
rationalize public choice through changes in indi-
vidual preferences formed as a result of previous
activities based on a cultural system, which had
both long-term effects and long-term consequen-
ces. The nature of these changes results from the
fact that in the conditions of the war, they touch
the majority, if not the entire population, since
information about threats, losses, and their con-
sequences, etc., becomes generally available and
generally accepted by all who are physically and
mentally capable of perceiving i.e. internalizing
them. In reality, what has been observed substan-
tiates Amartya Sen’s proof that the impossibility
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of making choices, as outlined in Kenneth Arrow’s
well-known “impossibility theorem,” occurs under
conditions of limited information. As this limita-
tion is surmounted, so too is the impossibility.
This is evident from the recent transformations
that have occurred. The constraint on making
choices has been greatly reduced, if not, in our
view, eliminated altogether by transcending the
barrier of information unavailability. With the
widespread impact of warfare affecting the entire
population, awareness of threats has become uni-
versally acknowledged.

A high power distance implies a decision-mak-
ing orientation based on the principle of “visibil-
ity from above,” thus giving control of informa-
tion and its limitations to a select few. This trait
was characteristic of the Ukrainian society since
it was formed during the pre-war period and stem-
med from the earlier political system. However, in
the midst of war, awareness of threats has become
almost universal. Consequently, the war has man-
aged to transcend the constraints of limited in-
formation and, in turn, the impossibility of choice.
While the limitations may not have vanished com-
pletely, they have been significantly minimized.

As a result, a process of resocialization occurred,
whereby certain behavioral traits deeply rooted
in long-term relationships and having a phenom-
enological nature underwent changes. As previous-
ly mentioned, these traits had a negative impact
on achieving successful transformational changes
and developmental progress. The key takeaway here
is that under certain stressful conditions, such as
those during wartime, changes are possible, even
in aspects tied to long-standing cultural traditions.

For post-war success, the objective is to iden-
tify factors that are not inherently stressful but
are linked to fundamental behavioral processes,
thus contributing to the effectiveness of post-war
recovery. A fundamental requirement for their
formation and implementation should be over-
coming the limitations outlined in Kenneth Ar-
row’s theorem on the impossibility of choice. This
implies that changes should meet the criteria of
accessibility and mass adoption.
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In the conditions of the 2022—2023 war, the
choice of individual (own) preference takes place
in favor of public choice, since real threats and
expected negative changes, in the event of a con-
tinuation of the war or a defeat in it, lead to con-
sequences that are unpredictable and undesirable,
therefore hope for the future is formed through
social interaction, in which the protection of per-
sonal and public interests takes place, condition-
ing the individual’s motives for participation and
responsibility for it. The result is achieved through
individual involvement in armed resistance, vol-
unteer initiative, labor activity, change of place of
residence, i.e., everything that requires active in-
dividual action.

Due to social interaction in Ukrainian society
under the conditions of war, an adequate state po-
licy aimed at protecting the country from aggres-
sion and its evaluation by the population were
united with accumulated in personal preferences
of public opinion on the possible development of
events that threaten the dominant values (such
as children, family, health, and well-being) and
the sub-model ones (state independence, moral and
psychological climate, equal opportunities, social
recognition, social equality, freedom of speech,
and many others). Threats in case of failure will
have negative consequences for the values of me-
dium and low importance as well.

In the absence of solidarity in society between
public choice and individual preference, the val-
ue-meaning foundation of both personal and so-
cial life is destroyed. Its preservation and strug-
gle for the future, which especially vividly have
manifested themselves in the conditions of war
through individual activity, are the result of posi-
tive, first of all, social changes towards a rational
social choice. where rationality is united on the
basis of individual preferences formed by the so-
called value syndromes of the population of Uk-
raine. These syndromes are the result of the man-
ifestation of socialization, as a necessary condi-
tion for the individual’s ability to act, and is fun-
damental among the most general systems of hu-
man activity identified above. As a result, according
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to the sociological survey by the sociological ser-
vice of the Razumkov Center with the support of
the Konrad Adenauer Foundation Representa-
tion in Ukraine, from September 22 to October 1,
2022, the share of those who showed willingness
to fight for their country during the war after
2011 and gave an affirmative answer constantly
grew from 40%, in 2011, to 57%, in 2020 and to
71%, in 2022. At the same time, 77—79% of the
respondents belonged to the age groups from 18
to 59 years old, with 53% of them being 60 years
old and older [1]. As we can see, the dedication to
the defense of the country as one of the funda-
mental public interests, has driven the majority
of respondents to reaching an agreement that con-
sistently led to a departure in motivations from
the pursuit of personal interests. The personal in-
terests are known to be one of the motivational
structural preferences of a fundamental nature in
the conditions of market relations. It means that
in this case we have a deviation from the so-called
fundamental motive (personal interests in mar-
ket conditions) to a deeply essential choice re-
lated to the valuable existence of both the indi-
vidual and the society as a whole. In this scenario,
it is appropriate to assert that individual and so-
cietal interests align, as articulated by Adam Smith,
when there is a convergence in the evaluations
held by the acting individual and the sentiments
of external observers. This collective assessment
then takes on a societal precedence.

In such instances, the sentiment associated with
the “sense of public duty” [2], which, as a concept,
transcends personal interests, emerges promi-
nently. This is because the motivating value that
drives individuals to defend their country is con-
siderably broader and deeper than the rational
self-interest that propels individuals to pursue
profit in market conditions.

In wartime, as we can observe, the Ukrainian
population that is constrained by significant lim-
itations including financial necessities for basic
living, has undergone a substantial shift in the per-
ceptions of economic landscape. Ukraine’s people
have made a deliberate choice in favor of aligning
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personal interests with the collective good, particu-
larly in the context of defending their nation.

Deviations from the pursuit of personal inter-
ests in favor of deeply essential motives related to
the defense of the country have been accompanied
by changes in the processes related to the creati-
on and maintenance of an atmosphere of trust.

In the comparative study by Tadashi Hirai (fo-
cusing on Great Britain, Ukraine, and Japan) [3],
the pre-war situation in Ukraine has shown a low
level of trust and a high degree of active involve-
ment. These circumstances had adverse consequ-
ences in daily life. Generally, involvement is dem-
onstrated even when conditions are precarious,
leading individuals to either withhold their per-
sonal opinions due to fear of the prevailing hier-
archical power structure or to express their views
in alignment with this hierarchy, depending on
the subject [3, 84]. These dynamics may be at-
tributed to the conditions that emerged in the
late 1990s. According to Mishler and Rose [4],
Ukraine had the lowest level of institutional trust
in the region during that period (2001).

O.M. Balakireva has indicated that the trust
balance in political and social institutions within
pre-war Ukrainian society was negative, with the
notable exceptions of the volunteer movement
and the Armed Forces of Ukraine [5]. The analy-
sis of trust level dynamics has underscored that
short-term fluctuations in trust levels within key
institutions stem from shifts in the perception of
a given institution’s performance, effectiveness,
or ineffectiveness.

In light of the aforementioned considerations,
it is imperative to underscore the need for an ex-
panded role of cohesion not only during wartime
but also in post-war Ukraine. Renowned Ukrain-
ian researcher M.I. Tugan-Baranovsky once em-
phasized in his works that cohesion served as the
foundation for various forms of social cooperation
[6]. This concept, in accordance with the theore-
tical principles of business ethics he laid out, was
built upon overcoming passivity en route to a mo-
dern understanding of self-development and self-
reliance. Achieving this involves fostering colla-
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boration at both personal and institutional levels,
which, in the context of post-war reconstruction,
can stimulate a stronger commitment to core Euro-
pean values. This entails a gradual departure from
the prevalent state paternalism that was typical for
the mood of Ukraine’s population before the war.
The survey by the Ilko Kucheriv Foundation De-
mocratic Initiatives [7], in collaboration with the
Kyiv International Institute of Sociology from
March 20 to 26, 2019, has indicated a relatively
high level of paternalistic attitudes in Ukraine
(Democratic Initiatives 2019). While a significant
portion of Ukraine’s population (42%) believed
that full responsibility for providing everyone with
necessities should not rest solely with the state,
the vast majority (50%) held the view that the
primary role of the state should be to create con-
ditions for individuals to realize their potential
and to take responsibility for using these oppor-
tunities. In 2013, the shares of these groups were
nearly identical at 42% and 51%, respectively.
Pre-war Ukrainian society, despite exhibiting
signs of immaturity and paternalism, was not uni-
form in its views. The protest sentiments of 2013
had somewhat tempered paternalistic expectati-
ons that had resurfaced in recent years, albeit to a
slight extent. In this context, it is crucial that the
cohesion that is forged during the war to gradu-
ally evolve into peacetime cohesion. This trans-
formation will enable everyone to find their place
on the path to overcoming limitations in access-
ing both information and knowledge necessary for
effective action. The very action should be aimed
at ensuring personal involveement in improving
the quality of society in accordance with one’s
abilities and opportunities for their implementa-
tion, personal activity based on self-employment
and inclusion, which allow meeting personal in-
terest. This approach corresponds to the post-war
concept of well-being, the ideology of which has
been proposed in the pre-war period, in particu-
lar, by T.V. Burlai [8]. It should be borne in mind
that it is important to take this into account in
the post-war policy, since during the market re-
forms of society and the economy in the pre-war
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period, in Ukraine, as in many countries of East-
ern Europe, at the initial stages of transformation
[9], there were reported an increase in unemploy-
ment, an aggrevation of social inequality and a
growth in poverty, i.e. there was a decline in so-
cial quality. In pre-war Ukraine, these problems
got intensified and created a new level of risk,
which should be minimized by taking advantage
of the possibilities of active social involvement of
citizens as a result of that cohesion that has in-
creased significantly during the war, by stimulat-
ing citizens to an active role, in particular, for ex-
ample, in the implementation of social policy in
the fight against poverty that has been especially
aggravated in the conditions of the war. This will
be discussed later.

Policies aimed at enhancing social well-being
in everyday life should also prioritize the imple-
mentation of inclusive measures in Ukraine. This
necessitates a focus on active public involvement
of citizens and, consequently, the enhancement of
socially oriented activism. In the post-war period,
it is crucial not to ignore individuals who have
become disabled as a result of hostilities and those
who have been forcibly marginalized. Addressing
the latter group, in particular, should be initiated
within the first years of post-war recovery.

To achieve this, as part of the quality-focused
social policy during post-war reconstruction, it is
essential to conduct thorough monitoring and to
provide pathways for each identified group to re-
integrate into or actively involve in socially sig-
nificant activities. This proactive approach is vi-
tal in preventing the emergence of disenfranchised
groups, including those susceptible to criminal ac-
tivities. At this stage, ensuring effective collabo-
ration between social and civic organizations on
the one hand and government authorities on the
other hand is of paramount importance. Given that
European countries have successfully navigated the
post-war recovery and the reconstruction of so-
cio-economic environments (WO 11), it is impe-
rative to generalize and apply this experience to
the sake of quality social policy in post-war Ukrai-
ne, tailored to the unique conditions and factors
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at play. Special attention should be given to the
enactment of pertinent legislation, especially those
related to post-war labor market reforms. These
reforms are fundamental ones for creating condi-
tions that foster greater success in enhancing so-
cial well-being in everyday life, aligning with the
practice of constitutional factors in Ukraine, par-
ticularly those related to personal entrepreneur-
ship and the promotion of personal initiative.

The aforementioned orientation towards im-
plementing individual aspects of social quality
policies, aimed at resocializing individuals, signi-
fies a shift in ethical behavior and serves as a clear
signal, including in terms of the fight against cor-
ruption, which alongside the obligation to fulfill
contractual commitments, and morality, as wide-
ly recognized, constitutes the essence of business
ethics within the framework of market dominan-
ce. This is vital for the success of post-war recov-
ery efforts.

At the same time, considering that a high level
of corruption undermines the effectiveness of so-
cial strategies and diverts investments and eco-
nomic initiatives from productive projects to sha-
dow activities due to their considerable profita-
bility [10], it is imperative to combat corruption
during wartime and the subsequent recovery pe-
riod by supporting social initiatives that promote
moral stability. These initiatives nurture the com-
ponents necessary for individual socialization,
which should be prioritized.

It is noteworthy that, in reality, as stated by
D. Buchanan, individual values are capable of evolv-
ing and indeed are evolving [11, 12], which has
been confirmed by the recent transformations in
Ukraine mentioned earlier.

The behavior of individuals who operate in mar-
ket conditions with the aim of pursuing their per-
sonal interests may be and frequently is governed
by the temptation to achieve their interests through
corruption, because a high level of corruption ser-
ves as motivation for both substantial financial
gains and the perpetuation of self-interest. How-
ever, it is important to note that individual’s be-
havior depends a lot on how people perceive and
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evaluate the actions of others. As we have illustra-
ted, in the wartime in Ukraine, there is a conver-
gence of interests when it comes to personal well-
being, with the majority willing to defend the
nation. The challenge now is to ensure that such
alignments continue into the post-war period.

In terms of the manifestation of various moti-
vations linked to ethical behavior beyond the con-
text of defending the country and evaluating the
actions of others as one’s own, many of these mo-
tivations were not evident before the war. For in-
stance, data from the surveys made between 1992
and 2012 as part of the Sociological Monitoring
initiative at the Institute of Sociology of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences of Ukraine have re-
vealed that over half of the respondents believed
that most people were willing to engage in dis-
honest acts for the sake of profit. This perception
prevailed over the 20-year span from the late 20
century to the early 21* century. In 1992, 58.5%
of respondents shared this view, and this trend
continued to rise, reaching 70.6%, in 2012.

However, the conflict in Donbas in 2014 brought
about a significant change in this attitude, as as
few as 20.8%, in 2014, and 18.8%, in 2016, belie-
ved that the majority of people would resort to di-
shonest acts for personal gain. In 2016, only 12.5%
disagreed with this statement, while the rest were
uncertain. Regrettably, this trend was short-lived.
The subsequent wartime surveys by the Institute
of Sociology of the National Academy of Sciences
of Ukraine have revealed that among the Ukrain-
ian population, the belief that most people were
willing to engage in dishonest acts for personal
gain ranged from 68.2%, in 2021, to 57.5%, in
2022. Similarly, from 70.3%, in 2021, to 65.2%, in
2022, the majority agreed that almost anyone would
lye to avoid trouble. This may mean that the ma-
jority of respondents believe that most people in
Ukraine can do a bad deed, for the sake of profit:
to take a bribe, to deceive a partner, to break a
contract, etc., that is, it is possible to breach the
established rules of social ethics for personal gain.
Since, as we have already mentioned, the behav-
ior of individuals changes depending on how it is
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evaluated by others, the above survey data have
given reason for the conclusion that there are open
opportunities for violating social ethics, that is,
individual, while thinking this way about others,
may allow oneself to make concessions if it goes
about personal benefit or to lie for avoiding trou-
ble. The high degree of such kind of social ethics
is complemented by the fact that, despite the le-
gitimate attitude or recognition and official prop-
aganda of social morality, where dishonest actions
are evil and shall be punished, the majority of in-
dividuals, according to the survey, believe that
the most dangerous is to trust anyone except for
close family members and relatives. As evidenced
by the survey data, such components of values are
based on so-called indirect considerations that are
not chosen deliberately, since they may be consi-
dered cynical, and the level of cynicism in Ukraine
remains rather high. Asindicated by the data pre-
sented in Figure below, the survey by the Insti-
tute of Sociology of the National Academy of Sci-
ences of Ukraine has demonstrated that the aver-
age cynicism index that reflects the degree of con-
tempt for widely accepted values, the state, and
the nation, by the additional Minnesota Multi-
Phasic Personality Inventory (MMPT) scale, has
remained consistently high over the past thirty
years. This index ranged from minimum of nearly
26%, in 1992, to maximum of about 53%, in 2012,
surpassing the average of 7 points. During the
2022—2023 war, as per the corresponding survey in
2022, the cynicism index, while showing a decrease
by nearly 15% as compared with 2021, remained
relatively high and 1.2 times higher than the aver-
age of 7 points. The data are shown in Fig. 1.

In our opinion, cynicism serves as a basis for
the disregard of moral and ethical norms, which
in turn facilitates the violation of recognized
moral standards. Consequently, the skills and be-
haviors acquired in the pre-war era, which con-
tributed to the socialization of individuals during
wartime, have remained prevalent, albeit with some
reduction. These behaviors are characteristic of the
majority of the population. However, they still po-
se a potential threat to post-war economic stabil-
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ity and development, particularly if the state fails
to promptly consider the shifts in the popula-
tion’s post-war motivation that is expected to
change during the transition to peacetime and
marked with high expectations for recovery and
economic restructuring.

Cynicism, as widely acknowledged, tends to sur-
face in conditions of perceived impunity or de-
spair, especially when individuals feel they have
nothing to lose. This cynicism can further en-
trench itself within the population. For those who
engage in corruption that has reached significant
levels in Ukraine, according to international esti-
mates, the opportunity to evade punishment has
long existed, fostering a culture of assimilation
(often referred to as socialization) rooted in im-
punity. Meanwhile, for the rest of the population,
particularly those grappling with poverty, there
is often a sense of having nothing to lose, given a
relatively high poverty in Ukraine. According to
the polls conducted by the Rating Sociological Gro-
up, the economic situation has significantly dete-
riorated for 52% of the population solely as a re-
sult of the war. In this segment of the population,
although not universally, cynicism can find its
basis in the sentiment of having nothing to lose.
These motives, in turn, solidify knowledge and
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motivations regarding the expression of cynicism.
In essence, this underscores that cynicism in rela-
tively affluent individuals is rooted in a sense of
“impunity,” whereas in relatively impoverished in-
dividuals, it stems from “having nothing to lose.”
This fundamental distinction contributes to the
socialization processes leading to the prevalence
of cynicism in the majority of the population,
even during the wartime when the majority fo-
cuses on defending the country, aligning personal
and public interests.

The existing behavioral differences that sustain
a relatively high level of cynicism in Ukrainian
society do not necessarily pose a threat to its ex-
acerbation. This is because the conditions of war
are marked, as previously noted, with a sense of
unity among the population in the face of the com-
mon enemy and a shared commitment to defend-
ing the country. This conclusion has been further
substantiated by the results of the KMIS poll of
September 7—13, 2022, particularly in terms of
whether Ukrainians share the narrative of a “di-
vide”. According to the KMIS press release by A.
Hrynetskyi, the results have affirmed the unity of
the population and the absence of a clear “divid-
ing line”. This unity is attributed, among other
factors, to the perception of the population that
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the military-political leadership of the country
has united and is determined in achieving victory
in the war [14].

This factor of unity is shared by the majority of
the population according to the surveyed respon-
dents and it is important to preserve and develop
it in the post-war period.

However, it’s important to underscore that the
existing cynicism and the variations in factors
contributing to its development, stemming from
the noted aspects of “socialization” within differ-
ent segments of the population, could potentially
pose a threat of dividing lines within Ukrainian
society. This risk becomes more pronounced if, in
the post-war period, there is a potential resur-
gence of polarization in living standards. In the
pre-war context, the economic dimension played
a pivotal role in gauging the degree of unity, par-
ticularly in the assessment of the populace’s rela-
tionship with the government. However, as we
transition from the end of the war to a period of
peacetime, such concerns, while still pertinent, may
ultimately prove to be more ominous than realis-
tic. The reason, in our opinion, is the fact that the
population surveys have shown that, as we have
already mentioned, after the war and victory, Uk-
raine will face several difficult years in terms of
socio-economic situation. Commenting on this and
answering the question of KMIS, “Are you ready
to endure material difficulties for 3—5 years, if as
a result, Ukraine becomes a prosperous country
and a member of the European Union?” 97% of
the respondents answered that they were rather
ready to do it [15]. This means that in conditions
of rapid recovery of the economy, first of all, and
in parallel with membership in the European Un-
ion, in Ukraine, with a high degree of probability,
there will be no restoration of the pre-war “split”
lines of a protest character between the rich and
impoverished part of the population.

In order to be successful and to prevent the
split, we need rapid recovery and real growth of
the economy and, what is especially important,
that the main results of economic growth should
not be mostly appropriated by the richer part of
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the population and Ukraine has access to the EU.
Thus, the minimization of differences in behavior
will require “European style” of the activities of
socialization institutions, including at the expense
of socialization within the “welfare state.” Thus,
the main efforts should be focused on the imple-
mentation of social strategies that are internalized
in the population against the background of a con-
stant decrease in the level of corruption and thanks
to the formation of the necessary conditions for
the manifestation of initiative and self-realization
in the economic activity of the population.

Raising the level of trust in the society of Ukrai-
ne and satisfaction /dissatisfaction with the stan-
dard of living of broad strata of population that
has largely impoverished even more than before
the war, is impossible unless the economic policy
focuses on both achieving high rates of economic
growth and ensuring those processes of resociali-
zation in the post-war period, which are aimed at
fighting poverty as such and have a deep nature
in terms of content and time. Thus, in the post-
war period, we need the economic policy of reso-
cialization as a way of social policy for, first of all,
the poor population. In general, in the conditions
of the war, the population of Ukraine has shown
an increase in the level of both interpersonal trust
and trust in the authorities and to a large extent,
no growth in dissatisfaction with life. On the con-
trary, it has been demostrating understanding
and readiness to actively defend the values in the
post-war period, which in reality of post-war Uk-
raine will form a window of opportunity for sta-
bility and development.

During the war, many people lost their jobs,
were forced to change their place of residence and
felt impoverished, forced to ask for various types
of social aid. There have been almost 6.9 million
internally displaced persons and 7 million people
who left abroad. The majority of these individuals
have received social assistance in various forms,
including cash payments, complimentary food pa-
ckages and clothing, free housing (primarily or
frequently), complimentary travel, and other be-
nefits. Collectively, these support measures can
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be seen as components of a social policy that to
some extent resembles what is often referred to as
a ‘basic income.” In essence, these economic ac-
tions, linked to the scope of social policy, in con-
junction with the aforementioned factors, con-
tribute to the emergence of a concept known as
the ‘mass culture of poverty’” within the population.
This phenomenon is becoming increasingly wide-
spread due to the conditions of a prolonged war,
encompassing not only those compelled to flee
their homes but also those obliged to remain in
areas affected by hostilities, including front-line
areas and so-called gray zones where residents
continue to reside. Given that a substantial por-
tion of the population has found itself in such cir-
cumstances, this segment of the populace reshapes
the roles and responsibilities within families con-
cerning those responsible for ensuring economic
security and well-being. Over time and within these
unique spatial and temporal constraints, the limi-
tations on choice are gradually overcome. The
population at large begins to acknowledge, and
subsequently to externalize, life within the frame-
work of “culture of poverty”, where poverty is a
significant element in the cultural way of life for
securing their livelihoods under support from the
state, international organizations, sponsors, volu-
nteers, friends, relatives, and merciful people. Aga-
inst the background of such a tendency among
the population of paternalistic attitudes that ex-
isted even in pre-war times, this may motivate
even more, through secondary internalization, to
poverty as a natural way of existence. For some of
these people, “culture of poverty” may be exter-
nalized into limited requirements for life comfort,
while for others into unwillingness to work, which
leads to hunger and subsequently to violence as a
way of life or the formation of illegal groups for crim-
inal activities and support for corrupt activities.
Within the framework of the components of
social policy aimed at combating poverty, which
predominantly encompass economic interventi-
ons related to the establishment and maintenance
of what can be termed as an “basic income” for
individuals, there are distinctive features. As pre-
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viously mentioned, this approach involves not
only the transfer of financial resources but also
the provision of partial assistance in the form of
tangible goods such as clothing, medicine, grains,
which can be used both for personal consumption
and for livestock feeding or as planting materials.
Assistance in acquiring resources for productive
endeavors serves to inculcate motives that drive
the population to externalize their efforts in cre-
ating opportunities for rationalizing resource al-
location. These resources are primarily earmarked
rather for productive activities than for immedi-
ate consumption. Consequently, this engagement
leads to the externalization of activities, as indi-
viduals become consciously motivated to alter their
behavior regarding the rationality of resource al-
location in favor of accumulation. Pursuing this
path generally results in an upsurge in consump-
tion levels, complemented by increased produc-
tion. This economic initiative is underpinned by
profound social motivations concerning the de-
velopment of labor skills in the context of com-
batting poverty and the corresponding ethical
conduct that encourages a more fair resource uti-
lization for development purposes. Economic in-
terventions of this nature represent a fundamen-
tal aspect of life activity. They promote awareness
(internalization) of opportunities that expand
the social foundation of life activities and stimu-
late individuals to work by kindling their interest
in achieving higher levels of consumer satisfac-
tion through self-realization.

As a result, the above-mentioned nature of the
fight against poverty as a social problem of the
relevant policy has two vectors. One is primarily
the monetary resources of the state and various
types of social funds of a nongovernment nature,
which are formed to fight poverty and to support
the level of consumption corresponding to the
level of the so-called guaranteed income. Eco-
nomic action of this nature can basically internal -
ize the passivity of the subject in relation to work,
although not always, can be realized in kind, which
ultimately motivates intensifying activities. So-
cial policy of the above-mentioned content in-
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volves economic actions, first of all, on the part of
both the government and nongovernmental or-
ganizations, international organizations in their
positive aspect, provided they motivate internali-
zation changes, which lead to externalization chan-
ges in behavior in terms of motivation to work.
The results of the above-mentioned type of eco-
nomic actions, social in nature, are much more
promising in terms of consequences as compared
with the possible negative consequences of cash
allowances that are mostly related to the mini-
mum income recognized in each individual coun-
try and spent on current consumption.

Internalization of the above-mentioned nature
is quite important because, as shown by the stud-
ies of sociocultural factors of economic develop-
ment, the doctrine of long-term orientation has
been being implemented in Ukraine, which re-
flects the extent to which society shows pragma-
tism and strategically focuses on the future [16].

In the realm of economic actions associated with
the content of social policy aimed at combating
poverty, in addition to those previously outlined,
there must be a motivation for changing the na-
ture of the population’s externalized activities.
On the one hand, this motivation should revolve
around the rational expression of emotions, and
on the other hand, it should involve a conscious
path towards motivation in productive endeav-
ors, which includes seeking employment, possibly
through relocating.

During the wartime period, these changes are
often imposed, driven by necessity. However, in
the post-war era, they should evolve into a con-
scious choice: returning home where employment
opportunities exist, where housing is available or
can be restored, where new professions can be lear-
ned to align with the prevailing changes, and where
individuals can experience comfortable natural
and social environment with favorable conditions
for raising children and upward mobility condi-
tions. Here, through the realization of their work
capacity, individuals can generate income that re-
stores or upholds the dignity that may have been
eroded during the war.
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During the war, a profound sense of anger to-
wards the enemy has become deeply ingrained
among the general population. This internaliza-
tion has led to a transformation in the way people
channel their external activities, directing them
towards resisting the enemy and injustice. In the
post-war period, such activities will necessitate a
fresh focus on internalization, shifting towards
opportunities for regaining the breadwinner sta-
tus. This entails acquiring the prospect of employ-
ment in a new capacity as a worker, thus avoiding
dependency on social assistance that gives limit-
ed motivation for growth. This underscores the
need for these activities to transcend the confines
of social assistance, mobilizing them towards pro-
ductive engagement. This may be achieved by of-
fering assets for self-employment or providing
workplace opportunities that allow individuals
to earn an income, which, in the post-war period,
should be on an upward trajectory, in contrast to
the wartime scenario where income often dwin-
dles. The driving force behind the formation of
such internalizing activities lies in the motives
that are internalized through economic actions.
In their absence, individuals may grapple with
identity crises that can potentially lead to depres-
sion or, in more extreme cases, criminal behavior.

The bedrock of social policy, underpinned by
economic actions, should center on the assimila-
tion (internalization) of components that motivate
changes in intentions towards productive acti-
vities. Success in such assimilation hinges on the
provision of assistance in material and cash forms,
which can be perceived as assets for realizing self-
fulfillment motives. Therefore, the effectiveness
of these motives largely depends on the creation
of an environment that respects dignity and fos-
ters positive interpersonal relationships, based on
Gordon Allport’s contact hypothesis (1951). This
hypothesis is based on the idea that cultivating
interpersonal relations is one of the most effec-
tive means of reducing prejudice among individu-
als. The realization of this hypothesis is crucial
for mitigating the high levels of interpersonal
mistrust prevalent in Ukraine’s population.
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Overcoming negative judgments and disagree-
ments regarding behavior evaluations is para-
mount because it creates conditions that discour-
age dishonesty and theft, while fostering trust
and encouraging productive activities.

The war in Ukraine, from its very inception, has
reconfigured the labor market, resulting in imbal-
ances between labor supply and demand, which
have been evident as early as in the first quarter
(see data in Table 1). An important facet of this
imbalance is the structural mismatch between
the available labor force and job opportunities by
industry and occupation.

We would like to emphasize that the activities
falling under group I are, and should remain in
the future, the driving forces behind the innova-
tion-driven economic transformations needed for
Ukraine’s post-war restructuring [17].

The current data have indicated that the most
wanted professions in the registered labor market
include cooks, office cleaners, seamstresses, teach-
ers for general secondary education institutions,
nurses, locksmiths, and porters. These professions
have a low employment rate as compared with the
national average for Ukraine, which stands at 62.8%.
This disparity may be explained by difference in

perceptions of job between employees and em-
ployers in terms of such factors as pay, working
conditions, and the quality of workforce training.
This situation can create the conditions for what
V. Blyznyuk refers to as downshifting. This term
denotes the involuntary motivation for highly skil-
led workers to transition into simpler roles, often
at the cost of their qualifications, or to become
unemployed. Without the necessary support in the
labor market, they may even seek employment
abroad. In the post-war period, it becomes imper-
ative to offer these individuals respectable em-
ployment opportunities. These and other compo-
nents necessary for transformation into motiva-
tional elements have been discussed earlier in this
context. Addressing the issue of revitalizing the
labor sphere hinges not only on security but also
on socio-economic aspects. In a thriving econo-
my, it is essential to uphold the principles of de-
cent work within social policy, alongside the req-
uisite economic measures. However, the pre-war
studies suggest that for Ukrainians, these actions
are not of paramount importance among basic life
components. This has been evidenced by the moni-
toring studies on socio-economic transformations
conducted by the Institute of Economics and Fo-

Table 1. Activities and Occupational Groups* with the Largest Imbalances between Labor Supply

and Demand, January—March 2022

I, imbalance:
Labor demand exceeds labor supply

II, imbalance:
Labor demand falls short of labor supply

Seervicemen engaged in maintenance, operation, and control
of the operation of process equipment, assembly of equipment
and machines

Skilled tool operators

Processing industry

Education

Occupational groups

Economic

Legislators, senior public officers, top officers, managers

Trade and service workers

activities
Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles and mo-
torcycles

Public administration and defense; compulsory social insur-
ance

Source: formed by D.E.Sc. Blyznyuk V. V. based on data of the State Employment Service.

URL: https://www.dcz.gov.ua (Last accessed: 20.08.2022).

* Compiled for nineteen economic activities and for nine occupational groups.
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Table 2. Evaluation by Ukrainians of the Importance
of the Basic Components of Life (WVS data for 2020)

Basic Z(;I]I;Feonents Share, %* Rank
Family 99.0 1
Friends 89.8 2
Free time 82.8 3
Job 79.6 4
Religion 62.1 5
Politics 29.8 6

Source: [18].

* The sums of the responses “Very important” and “Rather
important” to the question “Please tell me how important this
is to you?” for every basic component of life.

Table 3. Evaluation by Ukrainians of the Importance
of the Basic Job Components (EVS data for 2020)

Basic labor aspects Share, %* Rank

Good wage/salary 94 1
Convenient working hours 80 2
Job where you feel you can achie-

ve something 67 3
Long vacation 61 4
Responsible job 55 5
Opportunities to take initiative 39 6

Source: EVS data for 2017—2020 [19].
* The percentage of respondents who respond accordingly.

Table 4. Ukrainians’ Attitude to the Laboe Ethic
Statements (data of two EVS waves), %*

Statement Wave Wave
of 1999—2001 | of 2017—2020

Job is necessary for the de- 80.4 777
velopment of talents
People are lazy without job 66.4 67.0
It is humiliating to receive 63.4 55.2
money if you don’t earn it
Job is a duty to society 52.7 36.1
Job must always come first 471 30.9

Source: EVS wave data 1999—2001 and 2017—2020 [19].

* The index is calculated as the sum of the answers “Comple-
tely agree” and “Agree” to the question “Do you agree with
the given statement?”.
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recasting of the National Academy of Sciences of
Ukraine during the implementation of project
Economic Freedom and Human Rights on the La-
bor Market in the Conditions of Post-War Econom-
ic Recovery.

The research results based on the data of inter-
national project World Values Survey (WVS) of in
2020 [18] are given below (Table 2).

As for the importance of the main aspects of job
for Ukrainians, the data from the international pro-
ject Study of European Values in 1999-2020 [19]
have shown that the least important aspect is the
opportunities to take initiative (Table 3).

The collection of distinct attributes, with re-
gard to their significance in relation to job in gen-
eral and its key aspects, particularly the capacity
to demonstrate initiative in the workplace, is no-
teworthy. This is especially vital as Ukraine prog-
resses toward EU integration, where there is still
aneed to elevate the importance of initiative in work,
an area in which Ukraine lags behind advanced
EU nations. Initiative in work and recognition of
this concept in the public consciousness, achieved
through the socialization of job significance, par-
ticularly in conjunction with leisure time, will
create conditions conducive to higher earnings.
This trend is more pronounced in societies with
relatively lower living standards, where the sur-
vival values often outweigh self-expression ones.

It is worth noting that this transformation be-
gan to some extent before the war, as the impor-
tance of intangible aspects of work has been on
the rise over the past decade. For instance, accor-
ding to the data from the European Values Study
(EVS) between 2008 and 2010, only 49% of the
respondents considered “A job where you feel that
you can achieve something” an important factor.
However, in 2020, the share of such respondents
increased by 18%. Similarly, “Convenient work-
ing hours” factor was mentioned by only 56% of the
respondents in the earlier period, while by 2020,
this share rose by 24%. “Long vacation” factor
was a priority for only 45% of the respondents
initially, whereas by 2020, this share gained 16%.
Likewise, “Responsible job” factor was deemed
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significant by as few as 33% of the respondents in
the earlier period, whereas in 2020, this share in-
creased to 55%. This pronounced shift towards a
more post-materialistic ideology, commonly as-
sociated with residents of the most advanced EU
countries, underscores the evolving value system
within Ukrainian society, which makes our soci-
ety closer to advanced market democracies. In
the post-war period, it is crucial not to stifle these
transformations but rather to cultivate motiva-
tion for better compensation. Working conditions
should be structured to emphasize the aforemen-
tioned aspects. Consequently, the post-war policy

must focus on internalizing activities that priori-
tize work and initiative both in its execution and
pursuit. Earlier, we have discussed these aspects
of socialization concerning changes in social mo-
tivations, as these shifts had been already under-
way in Ukraine in the pre-war period.

V. Blyznyuk’s analysis of certain aspects of work
ethics has showed that for about 20 years, the ran-
king of opinions of Ukrainians has not changed:
the least share of those who agree with the state-
ment that job should always come first and the
most share of those who believe that job is neces-
sary for the development of talents (Table 4) .

Table 5. Attitude to Labor Ethic Statements in European Countries, in 2017—2020, %*

Country o receine money | Peoplearelazy | Jobisaduty | Jobmustahvays | PRI
if you don’t earn it without job to society come first of talents
Finland 44.1 54.4 701 37.6 59.8
Denmark 35.8 59.9 77.7 451 75.8
Switzerland 439 50.0 68.8 28.7 74.7
Sweden 32.2 324 71.3 33.2 37.3
Germany 49.3 59.1 78.2 29.0 78.3
Ukraine 35.2 67.0 36.1 30.9 77.7

Source: EVS data, 2017—2020 [19].

* The index is calculated as the sum of the answers “Completely agree” and “Agree” to the question “Do you agree with the

given statement?”.

Table 6. Responsibility of the Economically Active Population for Their Subsistence

in European Countries in 2017—2020, %*

Statement
Country People themselves must bear more The state must bear more responsibility
responsibility for providing for themselves** for ensuring that all citizens are provided for***
Finland 471 23.4
Denmark 49.0 21.5
Switzerland 53.5 15.5
Sweden 51.4 17.9
Germany 41.3 26.0
Ukraine 34.6 41.2

Source: EVS data, 2017—2020 [19].

* The row sums do not equal to 100% because the shares of those who could not definitely answer (choosing 5 and 6 by a 10-point
scale) are not shown; the extreme positions mean full agreement with the corresponding statements. ** The index is calculated as
the sum of the share of those who choose from 1 to 4 points inclusive, showing agreement with the statement. *** The index is
calculated as the sum of the share of those who choose from 7 to 10 points, inclusive, showing agreement with this statement.
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During the period under analysis, there was a
notable decline in the respondents who agreed
with the last three statements. The agreement
with the statement “It is humiliating to receive
money if you do not earn it” decreased by over
8 points, and there was a reduction of over 16 points
in those who agreed that “job is a duty to society”
and “job must always come first”. In contrast, the
agreement with the first two statements has chan-
ged slightly. The share of Ukrainians who believ-
ed that “job is important for talent development”
decreased a little bit (by 2.7 points), while that of
those who thought that “people become lazy with-
out job”remained largely unchanged (a change of
less than one percent). In his study, V. Blyzniuk
[20] has stated that, on the whole, these observed
trends should not be viewed too pessimistically
as a decline in the labor ethic. It should be noted
that more than half of Ukrainians still aspire to
earn their money, nearly 80% consider job a means
of personal development, and almost 70% believe
that idleness leads to laziness. There is one im-
portant feature that persists among Ukrainians—
an overall weak perception of job as a social duty
(Table 5). Addressing this attitude is crucial, as it
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PECTPYKTYPUSAIIISI TTPOIECIB COITTAJTI3ATLIT
HACEJIEHHS YKPATHU B YMOBAX HECTABIJIbHOCTI
TA Y TIOCT-CTABIII3AIINHOMY IEPIO/II

Beryn. Biitna 2022—2023 pp. 3 HOKH 110 HE3pO3yMIJIMMU TepMiHaMU i1 3aKiHYEHH, CIIPUYUHNIIA B YKPaiHi mpokodopmMat-
Hi yMOBHM HecTabiIbHOCTI Y GI/IBINOCTI, SIKIIO He Y BCiX, cepax JKUTTEMISIIBHOCTI CyCIIIbCTBA, IeP/KABH, HACETCHHS.

IIpo6GaemaTuka. /{ocmigxKerHHs, 30KpeMa i COLIOMOTIYHOTO XapaKTepy TaKUX 3MiH, JaloTh MiJCTaBX TOBOPUTH PO HASAB-
HICTh CYTTEBOI TpaHchopMallii «yKOPiHEHNX» y OBTOCTPOKOBOMY BiHOIIEHHI KYJBTYPOJIOTIYHNX BUMIPiB YKPaiHChKOTO
CYCITIJIBCTBA, 30KPeMa, TAKMUX SIK IUCTAHIIIS BJAAAN Ta iHANBIyanisM Ha (poHI 3HAYHOTO MiABUINEHHS OBIPH 10 BTN, MiXK-
0COOUCTICHOT 10BipH, 3HUKEHHST (DiHAHCOBUX BUMOT JI0 KUTTsI TOLIO. Uepes 3MiHU TaKoro XapakTepy BiAOy/iacs pecTpyKTy-
pu3allist IPOILeCiB coliasizailii HaceeHHst YKpainu Ha (oHi 36iry 0cOOMCTUX i CYCIIIbHUX iHTEPECiB.
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Mera. /locnignTu NpUYMHU Ta 32 SIKUX YMOB HOCT-CTabiIi3alliiiHOTO Mepiojly BiIHOBJEHHS Ta PEKOHCTPYKILii, 30KpemMa
€KOHOMIKHU, He BAHUKATUMYTh JIOBOEHHI IPOTUPIUYS i He BiAGyBATUMEThCS MA[IHHS JI0BIPU 10 BJIAJIN.

Marepiamm it Meroqu. Bukopucrano Marepiajiu Ta JaHi CTAaTUCTUYHUX CIIOCTEPeKeHb JlepsKaBHOI cay:KOU 3aliHSTOCTI,
JlepsKaBHOTO KOMITETY CTATUCTUKK YKPaiHu, MiKHAPOJAHUX Ta HAIIIOHATBHUX COIIOJIOTTYHIX 0OCTEKEHb; 3ACTOCOBAHO METO-
1M aOCTPaKTHO-JIOTIYHUN, MOHOrpadiYHMii, CTATUCTUYHMX Ta COLIOJONTUHMX CIOCTEPEKEHD, OPIBHAIbHIIA, OaJaHCcOBUI,
rpadiunmii.

PeayapraTn. OxapakTepn30BaHO CKJIAIOBI COIIaTbHOI Ta eKOHOMIUHOI TOJITHKHY, 10 CIIPSIMOBaHI Ha TpaHChOPMAIIiio
npotecis (hopMyBaHHsI colliamizailil HaceJeHHs 3 THM, 100 3a0e3eUnTH COIAIbHUIT | EKOHOMIYHUIT IIPOTPEC Y JOBrOCTPO-
KOBIiil ePCIIeKTUBI, BUKOPUCTABIIM BIKHO MOKJIMBOCTEH, 110 BIAKPUBAETHCS 1 Oy/Ie 3aiIIaTiCs MeBHIIT 4ac y TIOBOEHHUX
YMOBaXx.

BucHoBku. 3arposa (hopMyBaHHsS Tak 3BaHOi «KyJBTYPH GIIHOCTI» SIK OJHOTO i3 MOKJIMBHUX TIPOIIECIB colliamisaliii B mo-
BOEHHUX YMOBAX PO3BUTKY MA€ PO3TJISAIATUCS B €EKOHOMIUHIN MOMITHII K 3acagHuda (popMa JKUTTEMISIIIBHOCTI Yepes iHTe-
piopu3aIlito MOKIUBOCTEN, SIKI PO3IIUPIOIOTH COLiabHy 0a3y i MOTUBYOTB /10 TIPalli IJISIXOM ITiIBUIIEHHS iHTepeciB HaceleH-
Hs1 10 OLJIbII BUCOKOTO PiBHSI 33/10BOJICHHSI TIOTPED.

Kmouoesi cnosa: ykpaincbke CycHibCTBO, COIliagbHA TTOJTITHKA, TPOIEC Pecolliaisallii, piBeHb 0Bipy, PUHOK TIPaIli, TOBOEH-
Ha BifGy/10Ba, 3pOCTAHHS EKOHOMIKH.
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